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by weakening Weaver so that he would not get
as many Democratic votes as he might other-
wise obtain. The Democrats were dissatisfied
because Weaver did not favor fusion with them
in 1880. They had hoped that he would follow
the same policy in the national campaign as he
had followed in the Congressional election.
Apparently Weaver believed that there was a
chance for the Greenbackers to develop strength
enough to dictate to the old parties and possibly
even displace one of them. At Des Moines in
October he predicted the election of from
twenty-five to fifty Congressmen, and he
thought that they would '' crowd the old parties
close in some States on the electoral ticket".185

In connection with these charges the Iowa
State Press, a Democratic paper, declared that
General Weaver had not done anything to
favor the Democrats during the entire cam-
paign. He had urged fusion with the Repub-
licans in Alabama, but had denounced fusion
with the Democrats in MJaine. Recently the
most prominent Greenbacker in Pennsylvania,
and Congressman Murch of Maine, had de-
nounced his policy in the present campaign.

G-eneral Weaver wrote to the Pennsylvania
Greenbacker, Frank Hughes, in answer to his
published charges that he was opposed to
fusion. He was '' in favor of an open, straight
fight against the Democratic and Republican